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Forgiveness 
 

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against 
me? Up to seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you not seven times, but seventy seven times. 
Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the set-
tlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the mas-
ter ordered that he and his wife and children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  
At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ The 
servant’s master took pity on him canceled the debt and let him go. 
‘But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his 
knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other 
servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had hap-
pened. 
Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, I canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master 
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive you brother or sister from your 
heart.”  (Mt 18:21-35) 

 When making a list (or not), of New Year resolutions, forgiveness needs to be at the top. As Christians the act 
of forgiveness, whether toward others or our selves, is the most important way to show the world what Jesus is all 
about.  

Since it is of the utmost importance, what is forgiveness; how do we do it?           

Is it to forget that something happened to us, to excuse others or our own behavior? No to all the above. Forgive-
ness is not staying in the turmoil of fear and anger within our mind. It is to say to the person, “I don’t like what you 
did, but I am not going to let it hurt me over and over again”. We are responsible for our actions and forgiving is not 
how we get out of that responsibility.  

When someone says that they are sorry for what they have done or said, then it is time to say, “I forgive you”.  

The scripture at the beginning of this article is only one instance of Jesus’ preaching about forgiveness. That is 
why we celebrate his birth on December 25th. Jesus came into the world to teach us how to forgive others and to know 
that we are forgiven in the same way by God. He is the one who is able to be the go-between, (or advocate) for us with 
God. Jesus is not only our Lord and King but the one who made it so we could go to God with anything on our hearts 
and minds. He taught us how to pray so that we are changed by that act of praying. 

Even in the Lord’s Prayer, we say that we forgive others so we can be forgiven of our sins. We ask God to forgive 
our trespasses so we can forgive those who trespass against us. How simple to say and so difficult to do. Or is it that 
hard? When we are tempted to stay angry at someone and stand in the seat of judgment, if we remember this line 
from the Lord’s Prayer it will help us to change our view of that person.  

When we forgive, all the anger and hurt fades away. Being wronged is a very common        
occurrence; even to the point of it becoming a daily struggle. And we don’t have to go it alone. 
Jesus is there  every step of the way. He keeps reminding us that we only need to forgive, to let 
go of the hurt we have been harboring, in order to have a heart prepared for God’s presence.  

So starting in the month of January, prepare your heart for God’s love and presence in 2017 
by practicing Jesus’ teaching of forgiveness.  

Mother Sue + 



 P A G E  2  ~  JANUARY 2017 

 

 

“SOUNDINGS II” 
 

 

  

 

Parish Life…………………………………Parish Life…………………………………  

Vestry News- 
 
At the December meeting, the vestry asked that the congregation be made aware 
that  everyone is invited to any and all vestry meetings. If you wish to address the 
vestry meeting on any subject, you need to get on the agenda. The agenda is writ-
ten up about a week ahead of the meeting date, so contacting either Mother Sue 
or the Sr. Warden, Mike Bullard is necessary. 
 
It was also decided that the Sr. Warden would give a general update on the Sun-
day after each meeting. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING, JANUARY 15 
 

At the annual meeting we will have the election of vestry (3) and Jr. Warden  
positions along with choosing our Diocesan Convention delegates for  
October of 2017. 
We currently need to fill three vestry spots:  
 
 3 year term (Barbara Fleming’s spot) 
 2 year term (finish out a term vacated) 
 2 year term (Dick Salisbury to run for this seat) 
 
 Jr. Warden 3 year term (Tony Hoff’s spot) 
 Diocesan Convention Delegates: 3 spots and 1 alternate 
 
You will be kept informed as to who wishes to be nominated for these openings  
before the annual meeting on January 15th. 
If you wish to be a part of the vestry or a delegate to the Diocesan Convention,  
please let a vestry person or Mother Sue know, so you can be on the ballot. 
 

The Annual Meeting is on January 15th after the 9:00 am service.  
 

We will have only one service that day. 

On January 14, 2017 at 3pm 
There will be a Taizé Service here 
May we use this opportunity of prayer and 
meditation to hold the Annual Meting up in 
prayer. 
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MAINE TO MITYANA MISSION  
 
Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,  
for in you I trust.  
Make me know the way I should go,  
for to you I lift up my soul…  
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!  
Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 
 (Psalm 143:8, 10)  
 
Dear partners in prayer and mission,  

On October 9th, Uganda’s Independence Day, we said goodbye to Mityana, having finished our 3-year 
commitment. But we have not said goodbye forever. We have been reclassified as Missionary Associates 
with SAMS—no longer salaried SAMS missionaries. We plan to return to Africa at least once a year for 
shorter periods. Meanwhile, from a distance, we will provide encouragement and direction for the projects 
that we initiated, and we will send funds monthly for efforts that will need continued financial support 
from overseas in order to keep going.. We will keep our friends posted as our plans develop. We will need 
to raise money for our expenses, and we hope many who have stood with us will be moved to contribute to 
the next chapters of this work.  

One of the high points of our final month in Mityana was the dedication of the Bradshaw Music School on 
September 15, with readings of Scripture, songs of praise, dancing, speeches, and a blessing said by Bishop 
Kaziimba as we walked from room to room in the new building. If anyone had said 3 years ago that we 
would leave behind a new building at the College, I would have strongly disagreed. When Beth’s teachers-
in-training first proposed it, I thought it was impossible. From breaking ground to completion was 5 
months—unheard of! It was the Lord working through you, our faithful intercessors and donors.  

It was also a blessing to be visited by a couple from Maine, Steve and Elizabeth Young. They stayed with us 
for a month; after our return to the USA they stayed in Africa for another month. You can read about their 
experience, in their own words, on their blog, http://steveandelizabethyoung.blogspot.com/ They prayed 
with us and encouraged us, helped with work in the house and at the College, and got involved in other 
ministries in Mityana Diocese. For example, Steve, a counselor by profession, led a seminar for the chap-
lains of the local Anglican schools and gave a pastoral care lecture to the student Lay Readers. He and 
Elizabeth formed a relationship with an orphanage school in nearby Butega. Together they touched many 
individual lives.  

They also made it possible for us to take several days’ R&R to visit Murchison Falls National Park, where 
we say magnificent wildlife up close, and admired the power and beauty of the Falls themselves.  

Our final week was a series of farewells: first at Lulagala Parish, which had been our “church home” for 3 
years; our last Wednesday night Communion service with the students at the College; then a “sendoff” by 
the diocesan staff; and finally a special meal at the College.  

We intentionally stayed in Mityana long enough to see 15 of our former students commissioned as lay 
readers on October 8, to participate in the ordination of 3 priests, and to baptize the daughter of a dear 
friend, one of the new priests.  

Since returning to the USA, we have enjoyed the generous hospitality of friends and family as we consider 
possibilities for employment and a place to call home. During this time of transition we would appreciate 
your prayers for discernment. We would also welcome invitations 
to come in person and thank the churches that have supported us 
financially, and with their prayers, and by showing interest in 
other ways.  

A blessed Advent and merry Christmas,  

Outreach, Missions & Evangelism 

Send-Off by the Diocesan Staff  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
The Holy Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

9 am only  Rite II 
Holy Eucharist 
 
 

2 
 

3  4   
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 Epiphany 
 
Annual 
Report 
Assembling 
assistance 
at Church of 
Our Father 

7 
 
 

8 
 
1 Epiphany 
8 am & 10 am  
Holy Eucharist 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 
3 pm  
 
Taizé  
Service 

15 
2 Epiphany 
 

9 am only 
Holy Eucharist 
 

Annual Meeting 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
Newsletter 
info due in 
to office for 
February 

21 
 

22 
 
3 Epiphany 
8 am & 10 am  
Holy Eucharist 
 
 

23 
 
E-mail Lena 
the February 
Labors of 
Love 
Positions 

24 
 
 

25 
 
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
4 Epiphany 
8 am & 10 am  
Holy Eucharist 
 

30 31 
 

Feb 1 
 
8 am Holy 
Eucharist & 
Breakfast 
 

2 3 4 
 

January 2017



Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, Military,  
               Prison Ministry, Diocese & Missionaries: 
Cindy, Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Karen Brown,  Barbara,  
Rose Calafiore, Dona Cardillo, Isabel Cordova, Margaret  
Delehanty, Kristi Dunn, Ginny & Buddy Eaton, Laurie  
Fineman, Mary-Carol Griffin, , Christina Heiniger, Helen,  
Isabelle, George Kidder, Cameron Knable, Bill Krenicki, Kim & 
Jean Lasater, Yvonne  Lavant, Diane Lefever, Katie Leighton, 
Lorraine Leland, Lisa, Gary Lyons,  Joseph Manghan, Peter 
Mills, Carly Murphy, Fannie  -Henderson, Claire Shaw,  
Nicholas Shuck, Sara, Shawn Smoker, Carolyn Sovet, Terry 
Stanley, Bob Theriault, Tom Tukey, Jon Turner,  Father Bob 
Raymond, Sharon Walker, Craig Wells, Darlene Wells, Roger 
Evans, the family of Jen Hatch and the ministry of Hospice 
and the Bar Harbor Food Pantry.  
 

Our Military: Pray for those who serve in the armed forces, 
especially the Air Force and for Captain Miles T. Hauritz-
deployed to the Middle East., also, Samuel Barnes-Army In-
fantry deployed to Afghanistan through July 2017. 
 

Prison Ministry: Pray for prison ministries,  
especially Alpha. 

~ Diocesan Cycle of Prayer ~ 
1 January 2017 Epiphany ~  
The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
For the congregations of Grace, Bath, St. Margaret’s, Belfast, St. Peter’s, Rockland  
For Diocesan Youth Events and Ministries.  
 
8 January Epiphany 1 ~  
Baptism of our Lord 
“Because of the mystery of the Word made flesh, you caused a new light to shine in our hearts.  
Help us to be a light of peace to the world.”  
(Preface for Epiphany) 
For the victims of human trafficking and those who work to combat it on  
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day (11 Jan)  
 
15 January ~ Epiphany 2 ~  
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity “The Love of Christ Compels Us”  
The Diocesan Jubilee Centers, Trinity, Lewiston 
Seeds of Hope, Biddeford, St. Elizabeth’s, Portland 
 
22 January ~ Epiphany 3 ~ 
For the congregations of  St. Francis by- the- Sea, Blue Hill, St. Columba’s, Boothbay Harbor.  
For the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.  
 
29 January ~ Epiphany 4 ~ 
For the Congregations of  St. Peter’s, Bridgton  
Church of the Good Shepherd, Rangeley  
For those in the ministries of teaching and Christian Formation, 
For Living Local: Joining God  

   
JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   Anniversaries Anniversaries Anniversaries    

   
PLEASE let  our secretary  
Lena Hatch know  
if you’d like your birthday or  
anniversary date  added to the  
database, and/or if we missed  
yours this year 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuary   BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays   
 
1/8  Sam Hoff 
1/8 Amy Hodgson 
1/9  Jack Cole 
1/11 Margie Sweet 
1/22 Joel Linscott 
1/25 Rachel Libitzki-McCabe 
1/31  Olivia Underwood 
 

Please remember with a Call, Card or Visit: 
Valeria Chiri Grimaldo Del Solar 350, Apt. 307,  
Miraflores –L 18, Lima, Peru, South America  
Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive, Bar Harbor, ME 04069 
William Kitler 276 Knox Rd., Bar Harbor, ME  04609 
Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing Home, 42 Bucksport Rd. 
Ellsworth, ME 04605  
David & Sandra Lefever 445 North State Street Ephrata, PA 
17522  dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com 
Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell 606A Sawmill Creek Rd Sitka, AK 
99935 
Edith Wells 310 Oak Breeze Lane Oakland, MD 21550 
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Church of Our Father 
Holy Eucharist: Sunday 8 and 10 am 

Wednesday 8 am  

(followed by Light Breakfast) 

Water From The Rock 
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P. 6-7 Annual Budget for review prior to meeting  

 

January  

2017 What a beautiful time of fellowship,  
singing and GREAT food  

at the Ladies Christmas Party!  
Thank you,  

COOF ECW Ladies & Hostess Jane  Adams!  
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