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Do Something! 

 

While watching TV the other night, an ad for Match.com caught my attention. 

Not for the usual reasons, I am happily married, but for another meaning. 

The guy selling the app to another person asks a question about their dating life. 

Usually, the other person says, “I prefer to let it evolve on its own”, or something of 

that nature. The phrase used by the Match.com guy is “How’s that working for you?”  

Most respond with a ‘not great’, or ‘I’m still single.’ Then Match.com is what they 

use to find true love.  

 

The dating scene is one of many instances where if no change is made, nothing will happen. It is the 

same for the church. If we continue to do things the way we have always done them, then we are in deep 

trouble. 

 

As Bishop Lane said in his convention address a number of years ago, we have done nothing wrong, the 

world has changed. Since his statement seven years ago, the world has changed even more. The institu-

tion of the church has remained the same in many ways for several centuries. True, we have made pro-

gress in several areas with women’s ordination being the biggest, but we still have a long way to go. 

So what do we do about it? The lyrics to a song by Matthew West says it best. 

“I woke up this morning, saw a world full of trouble now. Thought, how’d we ever get so far down, 

how’s it ever gonna turn around? So I turned my eyes to Heaven and I thought, ‘God, why don’t you do 

something?’ well, I just couldn’t bear the thought of people living in poverty, children sold into slavery; 

the thought disgusted me. So I shook my fist at Heaven and said, ‘God, why don’t You do something?’ He 

said, ‘I did, I created you.” 

 

God created us to solve the problems of the world, starting with the institution of the church. It is up to 

us, with God’s encouragement, to realize that it’s our responsibility to come up with ideas and plans to 

bring others closer to God. 

 

Again, so what do we do about the problem of church shrinkage, about people turning to other forms of 

religion or nothing at all? When sleeping in on a Sunday morning is preferred over going to a church 

service?  

It is up to us to do something.  

 

The vestry will be meeting on October 15th  to go over the information gathered from the Mutual Study 

of Ministry. If you have any ideas to present, please let any of the vestry members know.  

It will take some bold, new ideas and maybe even some that none of us like very much. Please pray 

about the future of this church and of Christianity.  

We all need to do something. 

In Christ,  

Mother Sue+ 
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Bi-monthly Healing Service 

6 pm 

Thursday, September 15th 

 

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Beau Wagner 

Of St. Matthew’s, Lisbon Falls 

Mother Sue’s vacation/away time. 
 

Mother Sue will be attending a continuing education event, the CREDO Conference in Delray 

Beach, FL from September 28 to October 3. Since this will include Sunday, October 2, a supply 

priest will be requested for that day.  

 

“After nearly 14 years in ministry, I have finally agreed to go to CREDO. I have been encour-

aged to do so by my fellow clergy. The cost is reimbursed by the Church Pension Fund after the 

conference so there is no expense for Church of Our Father or me.  

I humbly ask for your prayers while I am away at this conference. 

-Mother Sue + 

Archiving Update 
For the past year or so, Wendy Copson-Higgins and Brad Berry have been archiving church 

records.  Another small fireproof file cabinet was obtained for this activity.  In evaluating the 

records on hand, there is not much preceding the 1980’s.  Since Church of Our Father has been 

here since the 1890’s, there must be much more.  If you have some or know the whereabouts 

of missing documents, let Wendy or Brad know.  Not all records have to be permanently main-

tained, but the permanent list from the National Episcopal Church is too long to present here. 

 

On another note, Wendy and Brad attended the inaugural meeting of the MDI Historical Trust.  

Many organizations were in attendance and numerous ideas and hopes were shared.  A work-

ing group is developing the framework of this organization going forward.  It possibly could 

be a depository of historical records and thus may be of interest to Church of Our Father.  It 

will probably be a long process, but we will stay connected to determine application to COOF. 

September 19th, 4:00 pm:  Men’s Group meeting at the Atlantic Brewing Company in Town 

Hill.  The evening will include a tour of the facility, a beer tasting opportunity, and the dinner at the 

restaurant.  Each person to order from the menu for themselves.  Set this date aside!! 
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Dear fellow parishioners: 

 

 

The cooler September mornings are upon us, the Blue Hill Fair has passed and the yellow 

school buses are everywhere. Be cautious watching for the little ones darting around them.  

 

It has been brought to my attention, this is the One Hundred Twenty Fifth Anniversary of 

Church of Our Father. Let us Thank God! 

 

Jean Evans has started us on an exciting new Bible Study of the book of Philippians. The first 

session was well attended, and is open to any who wish to join in, 7 PM Thursday nights. 

 

It is with sadness for us as we say goodbye to Edith Wells and wish you joy and happiness as 

you move south to be closer with your family.  I will miss you. 

 

Tony Sousa and I met with Ron Blaisdell from the State Highway Department to discuss the   

upcoming road work in front of our Church. The south, “in only,” driveway will be reworked 

with an increasing slope up to the Church lawn grade. We will lose one, or possibly two trees 

along the road. The bids packages will be sent out around November 1, 2016. Most likely the 

power line reconstruction will begin early 2017. The actual road work will be much later in 

2017 with major detours and one way traffic patterns. More information as I am given it. 

 

It is that time of year to form our Budget committee. Let me know if you are interested and we 

can get to work on how to keep our selves solvent in the coming years. 

 

Our vestry is retreating soon to the woods beyond Franklin, ME to discuss Canon Michael’s 

overview of the Mutual Study of Ministry. Please let one of your vestry members know of any 

questions or comments you would wish us to take to that meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mike Bullard 
Senior Warden 
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OME update September 2016 

 

Our Outreach, Missions, & Evangelism committee has been active in moving forward with several 

projects: 

 

We have had strong support for the Bar Harbor food pantry both with effective food donations as 

well as heartwarming financial support. We are so pleased to see other churches on the island join in 

their own “challenges,” supporting needed food donations. We thank the Lord for allowing us to 

serve in this way. 

 

Also, there has been on-going support for the students in Mityana that we are helping. It is gratifying 

to see them safe and pursuing their education and faith. As the Bradshaws prepare for their return to 

the US, it is particularly important to renew our commitment to the girl’s safety and life in faith. 

 

Mary Chowenhill is serving in Uganda and we look forward to opportunities to assist her ministry 

there. 

 

Also keep our other missionaries in our hearts and minds in China, Germany, and Chile. We are truly 

blessed to have faithful ministers giving their lives to Gods kingdom! 

 

On a more local note, our church is the staffing church for the food pantry during the month of     

November. Every Tuesday and Thursday (with the exception of Thanksgiving) we will need 3     

persons to help distribute food and assist clients at the pantry. A sign-up sheet will be posted soon. 

 

The food packing event at St. Andrews church in Ellsworth will occur on Saturday, October 1st from 

9 to 3. This is an easy assembly line type of activity and anyone can help- even if it’s only for an 

hour or two. A sign-up sheet will be posted soon. 

 

Thank all of you for your support of our missions! 

 

May the grace and love of Christ be your guide this fall. 

Your brothers and sisters in Christ from the OME committee 

It is hard to believe that another Maine summer has come and gone. The youth of our church are 

done with camps and summer jobs and are returning to school. Thanks to all the members of Church 

of our Father who supported our youth with prayer and financial means to attend Bishopswood this 

summer. Please continue to pray for these young people as they begin the new school year that they 

may feel and show God's love in many ways.  

 

The YFM is happy to continue our support of three young woman in Mityana please keep them in 

your prayers as well, their names are Gloria, Helen and Oliver.  

 

Upcoming Events: Service Project Food Packing Event, Oct 1st. 

Fall Diocesan Youth Event Oct 8-10  

Soon to come: new scriptural learning opportunity via email thread. 



P A G E  6  

 

MAINE TO MITYANA MISSSION  

 

August 18, 2016   

Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 

(1 Corinthians 13:7) 

  

Dear partners in prayer and mission, 

  

We are in the home stretch now, but we are still here in Mityana.  This is a brief pause between academic regular 

terms.  We are preparing to receive students for the short courses offered during the school recess.  We are plan-

ning the September 15 dedication of the new music building, the “Bradshaw Music School”.  Beth is working to 

ensure the continuity of music teaching at the College.  We have been so engrossed in these arrangements that we 

have not made any trips outside Mityana in a long time. 

                                                                                                                                           

There have been other challenges.  Student enrollments have been low; some have dropped out; and many of the 

students we have are behind in their fees.  Because of dry weather, the crops of maize and beans have done 

poorly.  We have had a series of night-time break-ins and thefts at the College— about 5 in one month, plus a 

male intruder in the women’s hostel (dorm). 

  

As Principal of this College, I will most certainly leave Mityana feeling that the work is not as finished as I would 

have liked.  I have tried to urge the strategic planning for the College in a certain direction, based on certain as-

sumptions.  Now I have to let go and let our Ugandan friends, who will have to live with the plan, carry on, in 

their way, with their distinctive coping skills (which don’t look much like planning, to me). 

  

It has not been all work and seriousness here.  We have enjoyed visits from friends.  Most recently our fellow 

SAMS missionary, Mary Chowenhill, spent the weekend with us.  She is teaching business and economics at 

Uganda Christian University.  We enjoy our dear brothers and sisters at our church, St. John’s, Lulagala.  Friends 

who have married during our time here are now producing children whose companionship we treasure. 

  

We celebrated my 65th birthday last month with parties morning and evening.  At staff prayers in the morning the 

Bishop, without warning, arranged for a cake to be served.  Then Beth organized a party that evening in our com-

pound.  In Uganda, on their birthdays, people say, “Today I am a baby.”  So I was a baby for a day. 

  

A few days ago I was praying Psalm 71 and I was struck by verse 18: 

  

And now that I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not forsake me,  

till I make known your strength to this generation  

and your power to all who are to come. 

  

This is David, who had real enemies to worry about, praying for the Lord to guard and extend his life.  I do not 

consider myself old, but  I am surprised to have lived to be 65.  My hair has been gray for a while, but I still have 

most of it.   

 

The outstanding thing in verse 18 is the reason David gives for requesting a long life: in order to make known to 

the next generation the Lord’s strength and power.  Why has the Lord kept me alive for 65 years?  Because there 

is a new generation for me to tell about the Lord’s strength and power, his majesty, his goodness, and his loving-

kindness. 

  

Even as Beth and I are preparing to finish this assignment in Mityana, the Lord still has work for us to do.  Please 

pray for our physical and mental stamina during this final stage; for physical protection and financial provision for 

the College; and for wisdom as we decide where to live and what work to do after we leave Uganda. 

  

Faithfully, Chuck+ & Beth 
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RETURN OF FATHER CHUCK AND BETH 

 

Fr Chuck and Beth will be returning on October 10, 2016 from their mission to Mityana.  In the remaining days, 

they are very busy completing components of the mission and raising up those to take their place when they return.  

Reentry of Missionaries is often very difficult, contrary to what many might believe.  Before the Bradshaw’s left on 

mission, many of us in preparing for our role as “Senders,” studied the book by Neal Pirolo entitled “Serving as 

Senders.”  Reentry was probably not a component that was studied much at that time.  It would behoove us to re-

view the many issues facing missionaries in reentry.  I have a summary of the Reentry Chapter.  

 

Upon return, Fr. Chuck and Beth will be in many places and certainly here off and on.  They will want in the short 

term to have access to the items they stored here.  Appreciation is extended to those in our parish who graciously 

stored their belongings for the past three years.  It will be a time of joy to see them and hear of the final stages of 

their mission.  Let us prepare to welcome them in reentry.   

 

         Brad Berry  
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