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Orlando 

Since early Sunday morning, the 12th of June, much has been said about the tragedy at the 

“Pulse” nightclub in Orlando, FL. I don’t profess to add anything new or profound, but to offer 

some words of hope and peace to the fear and sadness that is all too real for everyone. 

 

In scrolling through Facebook, I have read the statements from Jimmy Fallon, Steven Colbert, 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, Father Robert Longbotton (Rector of St Luke and St. Peter’s in 

St Cloud), Bishop Stephen Lane of Maine, Fr. Nigel Mumford (By His Wounds Ministry), and 

many others. People have taken action by holding vigils, giving blood, calling friends and family, writing words of 

encouragement on social media. The churches of MDI held a vigil on June 19 in the Bar Harbor village green.   

 

What happened in Orlando is the worst hate crime of this century. Now I know that a lot of people will talk about 

gun control and more security, and I’m not going to get into that area of controversy! In my opinion, what is behind 

all of these shootings is Evil. The guns and other weapons are the means by which evil is carried out. To hate is to 

practice evil. The person who shot 49 people at the nightclub that night is the personification of the evil that exists 

everywhere on the planet. 

 

Why is there evil and why doesn’t God stop evil from happening? 

Good questions and they need to be addressed as often as possible. 

 

We live in a world that acknowledges good but tends to ignore evil. Angels are everywhere; in books, social media 

and statuary. Evil is not spoken out loud (“He who must not be named” according to J.K. Rowling.) or takes the 

form of outrage against the person or item used to commit these acts of violence. An article in The Living Church 

(July 10 issue), quotes many bishops around the US as sad and frustrated at yet another mass shooting and calling 

for change and for support of LGBT people. While these quotes may be comforting for many, they don’t address the 

underlying problem.  

 

To answer the ‘why’ of the situation, we need to look at the motives of people committing these heinous acts. The 

motive is hate. Hate for a group of people, a way of life, a culture that is counter to their belief system, and others 

that I cannot think of at the moment. As I mentioned earlier in this article, to hate is to practice evil. So what can we 

do about evil in the world? One way is to abstain from evil ourselves by being kind at all times. By giving someone 

the ‘benefit of the doubt’; in other words- STOP JUDGING every situation and person we come across in our daily 

lives. Judging is not our job; especially for the Christian person. We are called to love each other, to love God and to 

love ourselves. That’s it. Love has the ability to cancel out hate and evil.  

 

The other half of the question, “Why does God allow evil to happen?” is just as important and needs to be explained. 

As we read through the Bible, we see that God will intervene at times, but generally allows us to work out the      

solution. Thankfully, we have the solution within the words of Jesus when the teachers of the law asked him which 

of the commandments was the greatest. “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 

your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12: 28-31) 

 

That is Jesus’ commandment to us. We are to love God, our neighbors and ourselves. Love gives us the ability to 

eliminate evil; starting with ourselves and letting it spread to others. Love wins! 
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Because you have shared in our lives 
with your love and friendship, we 

 
Sara Elena Chiri  

and  
Anthony Glenn Hoff 

 
Invite you to join us as we celebrate  

 the beginning of our new life together 
 

Saturday, July 23  
at 3 pm 

 at Church of Our Father 
 

Reception following in the Parish Hall 

 

Bi-monthly Healing Service 

6 pm 

Thursday, July 21 

 

Guest Speaker: Mother Kathleen Killian 

Of St. Saviour’s and St. John’s Parishes 

Mother Sue’s vacation/away time 
 
Mother Sue will be on vacation from August 19-27. There will be a supply 

priest on Sunday, August 21 and Wednesday, August 24.  
 

She will also be attending a continuing education event, the CREDO         
Conference in Delray Beach, FL from September 28 to October 4. Since this 

will include Sunday, October 2, a supply priest will be requested for that day.  

 
“After nearly 14 years in ministry, I have finally agreed to go to CREDO. I 

have been encouraged to do so by my fellow clergy. The cost is reimbursed 
by the Church Pension Fund after the conference so there is no expense for 

Church of Our Father or me.  
I humbly ask for your prayers while I am away at this conference. 

-Mother Sue + 
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7 pm “Half 
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8 9 
 
9-12 Thrift 
shop open 
 
 

10 
Eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
8 & 10 am 
Holy Eucharist 
 
 
11:30 Vestry 
Meeting 
 

11 12 
 
7 pm  MSM 
meeting with Rev. 
Michael Ambler 
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8 am  
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light breakfast 
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3:30-6 pm Thrift 
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7 pm Sing-along 

14 
 
 
7 pm “Half 
Truths” Study 
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16 
 
10 am 
Bob Sinnett 
Memorial 
Service 
 

17 
Ninth Sunday 
after  Pentecost 
8 & 10 am 
Holy Eucharist 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 

6 
8 am  
Holy Eucharist—
light breakfast 
after 
3:30-6 pm Thrift 
Shop open 
4 pm Gospel 
Gents & Ladies 

21 
 
 
6 pm Healing 
Service 
  

22 23 
 
9-12 Thrift 
shop open 
 
3 pm 
Tony Hoff & 
Sara Elena 
Chiri Wedding 
& reception 

24 
Tenth Sunday 
after Pentecost: 
8 & 10 am 
Holy Eucharist 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
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light breakfast 
after 
3:30-6 pm Thrift 
Shop open 
4 pm Gospel 
Gents & Ladies 

28 
 
 
7 pm “Half 
Truths” Study 
 
 

29 
 

30  
 
9-12 Thrift 
shop open 
 
 
 

31 
Eleventh 
Sunday after 
Pentecost: 
8 & 10 am 
Holy Eucharist 
 

August 1 
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3:30-6 pm Thrift 
Shop open 
4 pm Gospel 
Gents & Ladies 

4 
 
7 pm “Half 
Truths” Study 
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9-12 Thrift 
shop open 
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        July 2016 
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Memorial Service 

 
The service for Bob Sinnett who died April 23th will be  

on July 16th at 10 am. 
 

This is a Saturday so most could attend  
and the ECW will provide a light reception after the service. 
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Sing-along  

with Fr. Doug Peterson 

Wednesday, July 13 at 7 pm 

In the nave 

Mark your calendar for August 17 

 and September 14 as well! 

 

The Waste Not, Want Not Thrift Shop 

Now open  

Wednesdays 3:30-6 pm 

Saturdays 9am-noon  

 

Gospel Gents and Ladies 

Continue to meet  

Wednesdays at 4 pm 


