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Resolutions and Relationships 

 

 Well, it’s that time of year again when everyone asks, “Did you make any resolu-

tions for this year?” The most popular are to lose weight, eat healthier, exercise more, 

stop smoking, drinking and on and on.  

 One thing that does not seem to make the top 10 of resolutions is to improve             

relationships with our spouse, children, in-laws, parents, friends and co-workers. The 

other promises are good too since they help you to live longer, but what good is it to keep those and 

not speak to half your relatives? I know that everyone has ‘dysfunction’ of one sort or another in their 

families and some are more dysfunctional that others. Some even wind up on reality TV to let the 

world see it!  

 I have a calendar on my computer desk called, “Church chuckles”. I flip the page every morning to 

see what the new chuckle of the day will be. The one for the 17th of December was, “My pastor says 

you must love your neighbor, even if you hate him.” The picture is of a little girl who looks rather    

disgusted with this idea. As always, this comment makes me chuckle because it’s so true. How many 

times have we said we hate someone? I would hate to think how many times I have said it over my 

lifetime. How often do we have a negative thought about a person in our own household or extended 

family? What about neighbors, especially the obnoxious ones? It is easier to say that we love people in 

another state or country that the ones at our elbow.  

 Jesus understood this piece of human nature all too well. He tackles this dysfunction during his 

discourse commonly called, “The Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew’s Gospel. “You have heard that it 

was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you”.(Mt 5:43) Later in Matthew, the Pharisees try to trick Jesus by asking him 

which is the greatest commandment in the Law? (BTY- they are all equal) Jesus replies, “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  Finally, in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus defines a neighbor. An 

expert in the Law shows off his knowledge to Jesus and then asks, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 

tells the story of the Good Samaritan. At the end he asks the expert which of the three (priest, levite or 

Samaritan) was a neighbor to the man who was robbed. The expert replies, “The one who had mercy 

on him”. Jesus answers “Go and do likewise.”  

 This is what Jesus calls us to do for our neighbor, whether that person is around the world or in the 

next room. We are to show mercy, kindness to everyone; not only the people we like or love.  

For 2016, let’s all make the resolution to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind. And love your neighbor as yourself”.  

Happy New Year! 

Mother Sue+  
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“SOUNDINGS II” 

 

  

    January 2016 

 

 As promised, a special Vestry meeting was held on December 12, 2015 to review the              

congregation’s comments from the Discernment Cottage Meetings and the recent congregation’s 

comments as part of the recent review.  A list of 17 items were discussed and that list will be placed 

on the Bulletin Board for everyone to study and comment. 

  

 Several of the items will involve changes in the way we do things.  The idea of a Saturday       

afternoon service, starting at 4:00pm, will take a lot of planning.  It is important to note that it should 

not be a service where parishioners come to Saturday instead of Sunday morning.  By having a  

completely different style of service, it may attract non-Christians. 

  

 This month, we were all saddened by the loss of Kathleen Hawkes. Kathleen passed away  

suddenly, after what seemed to be a short, although serious illness.  Kathleen and David have been 

fixtures with Church of Our Father and Camp Farthest Out for many, many years.  Kathleen had 

been Senior Warden for Father Chuck during part of his tenure. Our prayers go out to David, their 

children, and their families. David is staying in Florida for the month of January, and returning home 

to have a service for Kathleen, the first or second week of February. 

  

 As a reminder, this is the time of the year when we complete our pledges for 2015 and pledge for 

2016.  If you have not yet addressed pledging, please consider doing so. 

  

 Finally, welcome Jennifer Jones and John Del Lima, to Church of Our Father.  Their presence 

among us has been a Blessing and we look forward to sharing the Lord’s Word with them, as they 

share their gifts with us. 

 

 Many Blessings for this coming year!! 

 

Tony Sousa 

Senior Warden 
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Classes January 2016   
 
Starting on Sunday January 3, Mother Sue will lead a class be-
tween services entitled, “Reading Beyond the ‘Dirty Pages’, 
Learning about The Book of Common Prayer.” Each week the 

group will focus on a different section of the prayer book. This 
is not a series, so you are welcome for one class or all of 
them.   
 
Our 12 week series, to begin on Thursday, January 7 at 6 pm, 
will use the program, “First Place for Health”. It incorporates a 
healthier lifestyle and a closer walk with God for men and 
women. 
There is a cost for the program if you wish Mother Sue to order 
the materials you need, or you may order them on your own.   

Church of Our Father Annual Meeting: 

January 17, 2016 
  
The Annual Meeting will take place after the 10 
am service on January 17th. 
Please have all reports and articles to Lexie  
(email preferred) by Thursday, January 7th.  
We could also use some help around the 14th 
with assembling the booklets, stapling, etc. 
Thank you in advance. 

Ecumenical Healing Service 
Thursday January 21 at 6 pm 
 
The Rev. Pat Smith will be coming from  
Massachusetts. 

We are need of Ushers and Greeters for 2016 due to 
changes in our schedule. We could use more       
volunteers for Sundays as well as holidays. If you 
like more information about being a Usher or 
Greeter or able to help out please contact Grace 
Dwyer at 669-0558 and ms.gldwyer@yahoo.com 
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Thank you Church of Our Father sisters and brothers, especially Kate Berry 

for the 6 beautiful dresses for your 3 Compassion International girls, Helen, 

Oliver and Gloria.  

 

Did you notice the Compassion photo on the 2016 Mityana Diocesan          

calendar? 

 

Oliver, pictured above, who I saw was so grateful. 

 

I pray you are blessed,  

Beth Bradshaw 
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