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Church of Our Father, Hulls Cove, ME 
Stewardship, December 2016 

 

During one of the times Marilyn and I broke up before we got married, I had a date with another young 

lady.  She was okay.  She took regular showers; she was reasonably personable; and she was smart 

enough.  But, for one thing, her theology was weak.  She had prayed for Adlai Stevenson to win the 

Presidential election in 1956 and, when he hadn’t, she had lost her faith in God.   

No, the main problem was I found it hard to say anything meaningful to her without launching into a long 

monologue about where I was coming from.  You see, Marilyn and I already knew a lot about each other.  

We had met each other’s parents.  We knew all about our respective quirky relatives.  We had been on 

retreats together.  We had had long philosophical discussions about all sorts of things, including an 

infamous one about the personhood of brains kept alive in jars.  We knew about each other’s trials and 

tribulations in school and work.  So, with Marilyn, I didn’t have to explain the background to something I 

wanted to say; I could just say it and get on with the discussion.  She and I had all this history together. 

And now, we have even more history.  We’ve been married 45 years and counting.  We have two children 

and a daughter-in-law.  Our parents have died.  We’ve moved five times.  We have close friends from all 

those places, many of them faithful Christians.  We’ve been ‘richer’ and we’ve been ‘poorer’.  We’ve 

seen ‘for better’ and we’ve seen ‘for worse’.  It is good to remember those experiences and the people 

we’ve shared them with.  They are part of our lives. 

God knows how important history is to human beings and how critical it is to the work of salvation.  The 

78
th
 Psalm tells us: 

 Mark my teaching, O my people, 

 Listen to the words I am to speak. 

 I will tell you a story with a meaning, 

 I will expound the riddle of things past,  

 Things that we have heard and know, 

 and our fathers have repeated to us. 

 From their sons we will not hide 

 The praises of the Lord and his might 

 Nor the wonderful acts he has performed; 

 Then they shall repeat them to the next generation. 

So the next generation will know, and all the generations to come -  

Know the truth and tell the stories, so their children can trust in God. 
  

 

Judaism and Christianity are grounded in history.  I read recently that, among ancient peoples, the Jews 

were the only ones who paid attention to and recorded their history.  The article didn’t say, but we know 

why they did it, because that’s how they knew God, through his mighty acts in the affairs of men. 

We are the spiritual heirs of saints who, at particular times and places, heard the voice of God and carried 

out His will in their situations.  Where our experience is limited or when our faith is weak, we look to the 

testimony and actions of those witnesses to inform our own understanding and choices. 

And now, we are at a crossroad.  We look around and see spaces in the pews, where saints used to be.  

Have we come to the end of our Season?  Has the Time for our purpose passed?  I hope not. 

We also know we live in an increasingly secular age, one that ignores or is hostile to the Gospel.  The 

local Rotary Club has even stopped saying a blessing before its meal.  It is ironic that gift-giving is the 

one element of Christmas this society holds onto and it has as its symbol the aptly named Black Friday.   
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Church of Our Father stands against this tide.  We want to know God; we want to know his will for 

ourselves, our families, and our communities.  We know the Gospel of Christ is precious and lifesaving 

and we want to share it beyond our walls.   

While I was preparing this talk last week, I thought about some of the characteristics that define us as 

Christians. 

The first is love.  This is not the sweet sentimentality of TV sitcoms or Hallmark cards.  This is the sober 

love we must have toward our enemies.  This is love strong enough to cause us to lay down our life for a 

friend.  This is the love God had, when he sent his only son to save sinners. 

We offer common, ordinary things, because we know God can make them sacred.  At Communion, we 

see the elements of bread and wine become the body of our Lord.  We gather in a building made of stone 

and wood and glass and experience the presence of God. 

We are forgiven and we forgive.  This is not the cheap grace of petulant children being forced to reconcile 

after playground disputes; rather it is what Christ called for out of His agony on the cross.  Anyone who 

has been married more than three months knows the vital importance of forgiveness. 

Then, when the Enemies of Christ do their worse and wreak sickness and death, we pray for God to give 

us healing and resurrection.  The Church of Our Father has seen this happen.  In the 1980s, Sunday 

attendance was down to a handful, but just a few years later, we went from being a mission to become a 

full-blown church.  He can do it again. 

 

Please help it happen.  I am asking, when you consider your pledge for next year, that you set aside any 

hurts or disappointments you may feel.  Forgive your transgressors.  Bring your gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure to the altar and pray with us to have God bless them, work with them, and reveal His path for us. 

 

Thank you and God bless you. 

 


