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“All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”
1 Chronicles 29:14
By now, most of you who are reading this have received the appeal letter announcing the
beginning of our annual stewardship campaign. I included there also the above quote from
1 Chronicles and repeat it here because it represents for me the essential element at the
heart of my theology of stewardship. When we acknowledge all that we are, all that we have,
is a gift from God, we recognize that we are not so much owners as stewards, that the
resources with which we have been entrusted ultimately flow back to God. This acknowledgement is, likewise,
at the core of what we do each time we celebrate the Eucharist. While no longer the primary expression of
Eucharistic theology, what is known as the four-fold shape of the Eucharist still very much expresses not only
my experience of the Eucharist but also what I believe to be a means of living sacramentally, of engaging God’s
creation with a grateful heart and participating in God’s divine action.
The four-fold shape is this: take, break bless, give. At it’s most fundamental level this four-fold shape
represents the actions of the priest in celebrating the Eucharist. The priest takes the gifts of the congregation
(represented by the bread and wine), blesses them, breaks them, and returns them to the body of Christ. Over
the years, I’ve come to see this shape of the Eucharist as part of a larger pattern of living, what I have come to
call Eucharistic living—living from a place of continual thanksgiving. What we receive at Eucharist, what we
take, is blessed in our lives as disciples of Jesus, and in our various ministries we break it to be shared with the
larger body, ultimately returning it back to God with whom the process is always being made new. “All things
come of thee O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”
As we near the beginning of the church year this notion of living from a place of continual Thanksgiving
and renewal is helpful in claiming God’s abundance and discerning how we are called to be good stewards of
His gifts. Indeed, stewardship is integral to our lives as disciples, and as part of our journey together we will,
over the course of the year, discern together how we are to be good stewards of God’s many gifts to us. Often
noted as time, talent, and treasure, these gifts constitute our unique and varied identities as individuals and,
at the same time, our common identity as the Body of Christ.
As we begin to plan the church budget for 2018, our focus now is on stewardship of our financial resources.
While many of you have been good stewards and faithful pledgers in the past, I can’t emphasize enough the
importance of praying about your financial commitment to Church of Our Father for 2018 and discerning a
sustainable pledge toward our ministry together. For some that may mean adhering to the Biblical standard
of the ten percent tithe; for others, it may be some portion of that tithe that is personally achievable. What is
most important is that you discern this amount prayerfully. In doing so, we acknowledge God’s role as the
originator of all our gifts.
As explained in my pledge letter, we will celebrate God’s generosity to us with an in-gathering of pledges
on November 26, Christ the King Sunday. You may, however, submit your pledge card anytime before that
date in the envelop provided with your pledge letter. All pledge cards will be held confidentially in trust to be
blessed together on November 26.
My hope for Church of Our Father is that we move toward a sustainable future together as we discern how
God is calling us to live more fully into our life as the Body of Christ. Pray that we can be wise stewards as we
care for God’s gifts to us and seek to raise them up to His Glory.

John +
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Senior Warden Report
November 2017

We have seen new and exciting events this last month, with the Diocesan
Convention followed with our Island Wide Partnership combined Holy Eucharist.
We had the pleasure to start the fifth Sunday rotation hosting the Parishes of
St. Andrew & St. John, St Mary’s and St. Jude’s, and St. Saviour’s at Church of Our Father. We
were filled to near capacity with one hundred and twelve Saints from around the Island and
nearby communities attending this grand celebration. Canon to the Ordinary, Michael Ambler,
joined with the Clergy and expressed his and the Bishops interest and joy concerning the new path

we are exploring.
Canon Michael meet briefly with the wardens after the coffee hour and told us, he and The Bishop were pleased the
wardens had initiated our coming together in this manner to maintain our parishes working, and they will continue to
support us.
“Jesus is here, right here, right now”
Was the theme of the 198th annual one-day convention on October 28, 2017, held in Bangor at the Cross Center.
Assistance from guides with red aprons were everywhere and very helpful. The Bishops’ address was inspiring and may
be found on the Diocesan Website. (www.episcopalmaine.org) Seating was classroom style with all facing the podium.
The best improvement was using electronic clickers allowing almost instantaneous results on elections. Those
nominated to the various positions were running unopposed and were voted in unanimously. Our Fr. John was elected
to the Diocesan Council from area 2 (Washington and Hancock Counties) for 2 years.
Of note, Resolution 6 laid out the search time line for the Tenth Bishop of Maine. Note the election will be held at
an Electing Convention February 2019. This means we must submit our delegates names for certification three to four
months before that convention. We need to hold a special meeting September 2018, or elect our lay delegates at our
annual meeting January 2018.
As our Pledges are coming due, please consider if you would wish to join the Vestry and/or become a
delegate to our next Diocesan Convention, which will be held in Portland Oct 2018.
Respectfully submitted
Mike Bullard Senior Warden
Junior Warden’s Corner ~ November 2017
October was a successful month for your Building & Grounds Committee. The L.E. Norwood
Company from Town Hill repaired the chimney flashing at the church.
We will wait until next spring before repairing the plaster in the Sanctuary, to make sure that no
further leaks occur. The work could not have been accomplished without the very generous financial
support of our parish members and friends.
A special Big Thank You to the Hopeful Gospel Trio (plus one) for holding a Musical Fundraiser
on October 18th. David Dawson, Jim Vekasi, Fred Benson and Tom Karnofsky filled the church with beautiful music and
much enthusiasm.
AGAIN, THANK YOU ALL!
A second project has been funded through an anonymous donor and the Episcopal Church Women (ECW). Three
dead red pines located along the front drive will be removed during November.
Our third challenge involved having an exterminator, Orkin, service the Rectory which mice had occupied as the
house was vacant for several months. The tenants have reported that all is well.
We are trying to catch up on needy projects at Church so if you see something that needs attention, please let me
know.
Thank you all for your continued support.
________________________________________________
“Musical Moments”
During this summer, David Dawson has spun his magic with his vocals and guitar before several
10:00 a.m. services. He has become a fixture, with our church members asking for him.
Also, Jen Caeti, along with Karin Maag, have added to our musical enjoyment. Most recently, Jen
sang a solo from the Messiah at the October 29th joint service
Another talented musician is back with us. You may have noticed Andrea Horner’s beautiful
soprano voice. She is also an accomplished organist. Andrea and I will be working together,
particularly trying some organ/piano duets. I look forward to that challenge.
Finally, we have been working on preparing a new Supplemental Hymnal. It will include many of the
old songs, along with some additions. If you have any
suggestions, please let us know.
~Tony Sousa

A Stewardship Message from our Treasurer– James Kitler
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God Prepares Us to Face Giants
Reading from the first book of Samuel, the 17th chapter: 4 And a champion went out from the camp of the
Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 10 And the Philistine said, "I defy the
armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together." About this time, David was bringing food to his
brothers in the army. David asked, 26” …who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the
living God?" Saul heard about David and sent for him. David told him, 37 "… The Lord, who delivered me from the paw
of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." And Saul said to David,
"Go, and the Lord be with you!" 40 … And he drew near to the Philistine. 42 And when the Philistine looked about and
saw David, he disdained him; 43 So the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear,
and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have
defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. 48 So it
was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David
hastened … to meet the Philistine. 49 Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and
struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 50 So
David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him.
Many years ago, I talked to a biblical scholar and it was his feeling this story of David and Goliath is a legend. It was
told to illustrate what kind of a person David was: brave, resourceful, with a strong heart of faith. Recently, however, I
read a book: David and Goliath, subtitled Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants. The author accepts the
biblical account as true for some very good reasons.
In ancient warfare, there were three types of warriors: cavalry, infantry, and projectile soldiers, that is, archers and
slingers. We are not familiar with slings, but our friends who were missionaries in Africa saw young men using slings.
They were good - quite good; they could reliably hit birds in flight. The book of Judges refers to “men from Gibeah… who
could sling a stone and not miss by a hair’s breadth.”
To David then, Goliath was a big, slow moving target, a sitting duck for his well-honed ability with the sling. The Israelites
would probably have understood what was about to happen when David reached in his bag for a smooth stone – and they
would have begun to cheer. And Goliath would have understood, too, for those few, precious milliseconds before the stone
hit him in the head at a hundred miles an hour.
And where was God in all this? First of all, David had been a faithful shepherd most of his young life. He had been
responsible and cared for his sheep and protected them when danger appeared – to the point of vanquishing lions and
bears to save them. Such experiences would have strengthened his courage and deepened his faith, preparing him for that
day. But he would have remained unused in the service of Israel had God not given him the conviction he was, not just
Israel’s Champion, but God’s Own Chosen Warrior. Sometimes the greatest miracles involve the transformation of a
person’s mind.
We, too, at Church of Our Father in Hulls Cove, Maine face giants. The world in which we live is not just apathetic
towards Christianity, but often downright hostile. Intellectuals see us as superstitious. Academics see us as ignorant.
Moderns see us as out-fashioned. Cynics, who know the price of everything and the value of nothing, see us as suckers.
The author of the book I cited would chide us not to be intimidated by our supposed disadvantages, but to understand and
make use of our advantages. And what are our advantages?
We are followers of Jesus Christ, who is, as Peter said, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. We are the heirs of
generations of faithful Saints. Our experience walking with Jesus has given us confidence. We practice the Kingdom of
Heaven. We carry each other’s burdens. We pray. We serve. We give.
This building is a special place. We know the church is really its people and we are not to worship a building. But, as
Father Chuck said, this is a Thin Place, a place in the physical world close to the invisible world, which now and then
breaks through. Visitors have come here and, before anyone welcomed them or gave them a packet, experienced the Holy
Spirit. That happened to Father Bob and Fran the day before they met the Vestry these many years ago. It happened to
one of the men in our breakfast group who was at the MDI Partnership service last week. I pray it can be part of every
one’s experience here.
What is it we are to do? Of course, we need to be welcoming. Telling parishioners at Church of Our Father to be more
welcoming is like telling Sue Olson to make better sticky buns. Unfortunately, many of the people we would invite have
had little or even bad experience with the church. I know from talking to volunteers with Island Connections and Hospice
these same people are searching for community, a place to be valued and find meaning. Christianity is uniquely able to
respond to their yearnings, but how do we convey the reality of the extravagant love we have received to someone who may
have no idea what we are talking about? Father John has discussed this in his sermons: we need to build a culture of
discipleship that is attractive and can speak to people’s deepest needs. We do this by studying, praying, and making our
3
selves available, always with an attitude of humility.
This was advertised as a talk on stewardship, so I am asking for your pledges. We live in a world of finite, scarce resources
and your treasure is required to help fulfill our mission. I believe Church of Our Father does have a place in God’s plan.
Let us find and do it.
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Just a lil Cheer to spread!
To all of you wonderful people who so graciously invited us in for
coffee this morning. This is a picture of one of the original signs from
"Point Lookout". One was stolen many years ago, and the members
of the association recently had 2 new signs made, exactly like the old
ones. We are just waiting for the road construction to be finished, so
that we can install them. I do
believe that the design on the sign was indeed
from your church.
Again, thank-you for this morning, and look
forward to seeing you all again,
Alana and Ozzie Watterson
113 Lookout Point Rd

Looking forward to the
Christmas Season…

Dear Church of Our Father
Members,
It’s time to update our
church directory.
PLEASE submit any corrections or
new information to Lena at
shalomcoof@gmail.com
Please have submissions in before the end of
November when we print.
Members can use the information for
Christmas Cards.

Christmas Fair Luncheon
Saturday Dec 2, 2017
9 am – 1 pm
Creations
Wreaths
Home Baked Goods
Christmas Collectibles
Prayer Shawls Available
Gladly accepting any of the above mentioned items

______________________________
The next Men’s Group meeting is
The Annual Christmas Party
Thursday, December 15th
at the Town Hill Fire Station!
Time to be announced
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MIRUS ACADEMY BLUEBERRY FUNDRAISER

The Mirus Academy (now in Ellsworth) is conducting a blueberry fundraiser. The money raised will
support tuition assistance, supplies, books, etc. Mirus Academy exists to mature students in their love of
truth and their true love of others in a true classical, Christian manner. Many of you have been to the school or
heard presentations. Fr Chuck and Beth Bradshaw are teachers at the school. A sign-up poster is up on our church
bulletin board explaining the details of how to make an order for the fundraiser. Kate Berry is handling the orders
for us to the Mirus Academy. ”Who doesn’t like blueberries – and they are good for you.”

Parish Stewardship
Ways to respond to Stewardship Goals See the Pay Pal Button under the

“Stewardship” tab on our web page for your
online giving convenience
 Remembering to address mailed pledge card
responses …“Attn to: James Kitler”
 Those bringing pledge cards in, please do so
by November 26, 2017,
“Christ the King” Sunday

Shoebox Ministry
Drop off locations
for Nov .drive:
The Message Church
49 Park Street
Bar Harbor, ME 04609-1316
Mon, Nov. 13: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Tue, Nov. 14: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Wed, Nov. 15: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Thu, Nov. 16: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

How to pack a shoebox…

See our gift suggestions according to age and gender listed online
for other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to fill the
shoebox. ..
Online info Follow link for more info
 Start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer
ball with pump, or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s

Fri, Nov. 17: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sat, Nov. 18: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sun, Nov. 19: 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Mon, Nov. 20: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 2017
November is here and Advent starts early in December. Many of you have
participated on the Christmas Outreach Committee in the past and it would be
great for some new faces.
The ECW is having their annual “Christmas Fair” on Dec 2, the day before the
start of Advent. Thus it is necessary to have the Christmas tree with gift tag ornaments
up on Saturday, Nov. 25 so as to not conflict with Fair activities. So any and all can come
for this event to put up the gift tree.
Mountain View Development Center in Charleston has been contacted and they
wish to participate with us similar to recent years with gifts of a personnel nature. They
again have an abundance of knitted hats for us to give to the Emmaus Center or to the
Maine Sea Coast Mission to distribute on the Islands.
Jane Adams has been in contact with the Emmaus center and will shortly be providing the names and
information for 20 children. There will be opportunities5 to give for fuel assistance managed by the Fuel Fund
Committee.
So, the time to bring in gifts may be extremely SHORT again this year.. Be alert to additional
information on Christmas Outreach as the month unfolds.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Nov 1
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast
ALL Saints Day

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday

October 29
30
17th Sunday of
Pentecost
MDI Partnership
Joint Worship
Holy Eucharist
8am & 10 am
Rite II

31

4

5
All Saints
Sunday
Holy Eucharist
8 am Rite I
10 am Rite II

6

7

8
8 am
Holy Eucharist &
Breakfast

9

10

11

12
23rd Sunday of
Pentecost
The Rev. Tim Fleck
8 & 10 am
Holy Eucharist
Rite II

13

14

15
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

16

17

18

19
24th Sunday
after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
8 am & 10 am
Rite II
Vestry Meeting
after 10 am
service

20

21

22
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

23
All are Welcome
St John’s 8 am
Holy Eucharist

24

25
E-mail Lena
December
Labors of Love
Positions

26
Last Sunday
after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
8 & 10 am
Rite II
Discretionary
Offering Day
The Rev. Mary
Carol Griffin

27
28
Newsletter
info due in
to office for
December

Dec 1

2
Church Fair
Luncheon

Holy Order
of Rakers/
Cleaners
9 am—noon
Change
Clocks back

Lena out of the
Office through
Dec 4…..
29
8 am Holy
Eucharist &
Breakfast

THANKSGIVING
DAY

30
Last chance for
Church Directory
Submissions
before Printing

Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, Military,
Prison Ministry, Diocese & Missionaries:
Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Donna Cardillo, Cindy, Margaret Delehanty, Roger
Evans, Carl Hatch, Christina Heiniger, Ursula Heiniger, Helen, Marilyn Kitler, Cameron Knable, Kim and Jean
Lasater, Gary Lyons, Andy Mays, Janet
Meryweather, Ronald Olson, James Salisbury, Tony Smoker, Bob Theriault, Lloyd Woods, Anne Zaslau, the family
of Mel Shaw and the Ministry of Hospice and the Bar Harbor Food Pantry.
Chuck & Beth Bradshaw
The Bradshaws give thanks for your faithful prayers to make the
transition back into life & culture at home. God has been so good to us!
We give thanks for meaningful work & a lovely home in Hancock.
The Lacys
Once more we are so thankful for your partnership with us as we live and work among the Miao people. Your
prayers and support make it possible for us to be here. Please pray that God will give us strength, wisdom, and
good health, and for His anointing on us to minister in His name.
Love in Christ, Dorothy and Paul
(We enjoyed their visit in August)
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Birthdays
11/3 Barbara Kelly
11/3 Aedan Higgins
11/4 Sandra Smoker
11/5 Frank Gray
11/20 Ada Gray
11/21 Betty Teidemann
11/21 Jim Kelly
11/26 Doug Peterson
11/27 Christine Krenecki

ANNIVERSARIES
11/2 (Squeak) & Dimp Sawyer
11/3 Ted & Wendy Higgins

Please remember with a Call, Card or Visit:
 Valeria Chiri—is stateside…
 Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive, Bar Harbor, ME 04069
 William Kitler 276 Knox Rd., Bar Harbor, ME 04609
 Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing Home, 42 Bucksport Rd.
Ellsworth, ME 04605
 David & Sandra Lefever 445 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522 dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com
 Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell 606A Sawmill Creek Rd
Sitka, AK 99935
 Edith Wells 310 Oak Breeze Lane Oakland, MD 21550

5 November ~ Pentecost 22 or All Saints - For the
congregations of St. Philip’s, Wiscasset St. Andrew,
Winthrop Winthrop Center Friends Church (Quaker)
For those incarcerated and those who love them.
12 November ~ Pentecost 23-St. Luke’s, Wilton St. Thomas’, Winn For all who serve and have served in the
armed forces of our country at home and abroad
as we honor them on Veteran’s Day.
19 November ~ Pentecost 24 - For the congregation
of St. Bartholomew, Yarmouth St. George’s, York
Harbor
26 November ~ Christ the King - For the Trustees, the
Commission on Ministry and other decision making
bodies of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine. For the staff
of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine.

Fr. John’s Office Hours are:
 Tuesday, 11 am-2pm
 Wednesday, 9 am—Noon
 Thursday, Noon-2 pm
(out of office every third Thursday for
ministry meetings)
 Friday, Noon-2 pm
AND by Appointment
Call 207-669-2033
E-mail : fr.jallison@gmail.com
Lena’s Office Hours
(At least) M/W/F 11-2
Lena is on vacation Nov 22-Dec 4

Church of Our Father
Holy Eucharist: Sunday 8 and 10 am
Wednesday 8 am
(followed by light breakfast)
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