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Over the next six Sundays we will celebrate the season of Epiphany. While the Feast of the
Epiphany itself is celebrated on January 6th and is generally associated with the visit of the
Magi to the baby Jesus, bearing their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, the season of
Epiphany continues the theme of God’s revelation through Christ. The Gospel readings for
each of the six Sundays of the Epiphany season will focus on particular events in the life of
Jesus that reveal him as the Son of God, beginning on January 7 with Mark’s account of Jesus
being baptized in the River Jordan (1:4-11). The Sundays that follow will draw from the
Gospels according to Mark and John and will present a range of experiences that point us to
an understanding of just who Jesus is. The season culminates on February 7 with Mark’s
account of the Transfiguration, in which Jesus ascends the mountain with Peter, James, and
John and is transfigured before their eyes (9:2-9).
As we reflect on these stories, it is important to consider how each reveals an aspect of
God in Christ. More specifically, we might consider how Epiphany invites us into a way of
seeing, of recognizing God's incarnate love here among us. In this season we are reminded
again and again of God's presence among us, reminded that as disciples, as followers, we are
called to see God's image in the world around us, in one another. In our Baptismal Vows we
affirm that we will "seek and serve Christ in all persons." We say, yes, with God's help. I will.
But how? What gets in our way? It's certainly not always easy.
This word Epiphany is one of those distinctly theological terms that has taken on a
common meaning that in some ways is only a pale shadow of how we use it in the Church.
In common usage, it means a sudden realization, often of a mundane nature.
For me, coming from a faith background that didn't emphasize the liturgical seasons, that
really didn't recognize them at all, for much of my young life that's what I thought epiphany
was. It wasn't until college, where I was an English major, taking a class on James Joyce that I
realized the deeper dimensions of the word. Ironically, it was through Joyce's use of the word
that it began to reflect meaning outside of the church; ironic because, though Roman
Catholic, Joyce had a very uneasy relationship with the church, and ironic because his work,
in a tangential way, had a great bearing on me finding my way back to the church. But his use
of the word epiphany was anything but trivial. Or perhaps a better way to put it is that for
Joyce there were moments that one could observe, some seemingly quite trivial in nature,
that shone with a radiance that reflected some greater truth. As a writer he believed his task
was to illuminate those moments. He did that certainly in his novels and short stories but also
his journals were filled with such moments, epiphanies that he collected, seventy-one in all.
These were written snapshots of real-life events that pointed to something larger, something
so powerful and indicative of a higher reality, that they take on the character of a mystical
vision.
Good art does that. It points us to something shining with beauty that is not always easily
seen. That's what poetry does. And most importantly, that’s what scripture does. It touches us
deeply, points us to something beyond the page. We see it in the Psalms and in Jesus'
parables, and in the accounts of his miracles. We are witness to it ourselves, witness to these
shimmering moments, if, to paraphrase Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, if we have eyes to see
and ears to hear.
Cont– pg 2
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From pg 1…
Jesus' Baptism, which we recognize on January 7, was such a moment. And not just the Baptism
but the very person of Jesus. That's what John the Baptist shows his followers; that is what he shows
us. He points us to Jesus.
The people who followed John were looking for the Messiah, the Christ. And we might say they
had certain expectations as to what that meant, expectations that Jesus often confounded, and that
is part of the nature of Epiphany--surprise, wonder. And therein lies one of the crucial differences
between epiphany as depicted in art, as conveyed through artifice, and Epiphany as experienced,
experienced through Christ in particular. I expect to be moved when I read James Joyce or when I
look at a Rembrandt painting. In some ways we've been trained to see those little epiphanies but it's
not always so convenient when the epiphany is manifest in our everyday experience.
Are we awake to God’s epiphany in Christ? Being awake was the theme of Advent as we prepared
for the coming of Christmas, of the Incarnation. Watch! Be alert! Every week the readings urged us
again and again to be watchful. And it's still worth asking, are we awake? Can we see Christ when he
shows himself? It may not always be what we expect, but are we ready anyway? Are we ready to find
and serve Christ in all persons? Those we least expect?
John +

Senior Warden Report
Soundings
January 2018
“Jesus is here, right here, right now”
We have again celebrated the fifth Sunday joint service, led by Mother Kathleen at St. John’s Parish in Southwest
Harbor. The pews were packed to capacity as Mother Kathleen led us thru John’s proclamation of Jesus coming.
We will be returning to our normal 08:00 and 10:00 am Sunday services with Fr Chuck supplying while Fr. John is
with family in Ohio.
As we approach Annual Meeting, 21 January 2018, the vestry is still looking for one more person interested in
joining to help guide our future as a congregation performing God’s work. Our pledges have indicated we will have a
smaller deficit for the coming year.
The Island Wide Episcopal wardens and treasurers are continuing to meet monthly looking for ways to share our strong
points and support all the parishes.
Respectfully submitted
Mike Bullard ~ Senior Warden
Junior Warden’s Corner ~ January 2018

As we start the New Year, we have several projects for the Building and Grounds Committee. That is
always the case with our 120 year old church. This year we have been blessed with a grant of $3,500.00
from the Lynam Trust, to help us with the completion of work on our chimney project. The Lynam
grant, along with the most generous
donations from our loyal parishioners, has fully funded that project.
Thank you Lynam Trust and parishioners.
Happy New Year!
Tony Sousa, Junior Warden
The Men’s Group
Starting in 2018, our Men’s Group will meet at 6:00 pm on January 15th for dinner and a discussion, regarding our funding of the Men’s Group pledge to the Church Budget. Please come and be ready
to brainstorm about possible funding projects.
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2017 Christmas at COOF

COOF Annual Meeting will be after 9 am service on
Sunday, January 21, 2018
Please Submit Annual Report items via e mail ASAP
Please send us your e-mail address
if you would like to receive Father John’s Publication of a
“Weekly Update” Via e-mail-shalomcoof@gmail.com
Available to view online at www.churchofourfather.org
or on our Facebook Page
We invite you to listen to our YouTube Channel
And sermons by The Rev. John Allison
Which will be posted weekly on our church
web site and Facebook pages
Follow this link to listen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXD7IPUtBoY&t=10s
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A view of the ministry of the Outreach Missions & Evangelism (OME) at work
though Church of Our Father
Pictures are from the Mission Fair as well as last years' food packing event
Photos From Bill K

Christmas Out Reach 2017 Thank you!
With a theme of providing Hope in the name of Jesus, the Christmas Outreach
committee of 2017 thanks all who gave generously in providing gifts to children
of the Emmaus Center and the men of the Mt View Development Facility. Gifts
to the Fuel fund were also appreciated.
May the generosity of COOF continue into 2018.
Christmas Outreach committee
Barbara Linscott, Grace Woods Dwyer, Nancy Salisbury, Nancy Lombardi, Jane
Adams, Carol Johnston, Mary McEnroe, Barbara Craighead, Gail Leland, Chris
Krenicki, Brad and Kate Berry
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Press release Harpsichord Recital at St. Saviour’s
performer:

Dr. Daniel Pyle, harpsichord

date:

Sunday 28 January 2018

time:

4:00 pm

place:

St. Saviour’s Episcopal Church
41 Mt. Desert Street
Bar Harbor ME 04609

information: 207-288-4215 www.StSaviours.me
admission:

info@stsaviours.me

free, but donations requested (for benefit of Friends of Music fund of St. Saviour’s)

On Sunday 28 January, at 4:00 pm at St. Saviour’s Episcopal Church in Bar Harbor, harpsichordist Daniel Pyle will present
a recital of music from the Renaissance and early Baroque periods. The program will include works by Girolamo Frescobaldi,
William Byrd, Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, and Louis Couperin. Admission to the concert will be free, but donations are requested, to benefit the Friends of Music at St. Saviour’s in support of their concert-series.
Dr. Pyle is the new organist/music-director for St. Saviour’s. He is the founder and director of the ensemble Harmonie
Universelle, and co-founder and harpsichordist for the Atlanta Baroque Orchestra, serving also as its Resident Director for seven
years. He taught on the faculty of Clayton State University outside Atlanta, and has also taught at the University of Kansas, the
Lousiana State University, and the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester UK. His recordings have appeared on the
Gasparo and ACA-Digital labels, and he has performed throughout the United States and Europe, at the Utrecht Early Music
Festival, and the Congress of the International Viola d’amore Society. Dr. Pyle holds degrees from the University of Alabama and
the Eastman School of Music, and also studied with Gustav Leonhardt and Hans van Nieuwkoop at the Sweelinck
Conservatorium of Amsterdam.
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Sunday
Dec 31
Epiphany

Monday

Tuesday

Jan 1
Fr. John
away to
Jan 10

2

7
1 Epiphany
8 am Holy Eucharist
Rite I
10 am Holy
Eucharist
Rite II
The Rev Charles
Bradshaw

8

9

14
2 Epiphany
8 am Holy Eucharist
Rite I
10 am Holy
Eucharist
Rite II
The Rev. Tom Fleck
Vestry Meeting
after 10 am service

15

21
3 Epiphany
9 am Holy Eucharist
Rite II

22

JOINT
PARTNERSHIP
WORSHIP at
ST JOHN’s (SWH)
Holy Eucharist
10 am

Wednesday
3

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

26

8 am Holy Eucharist
& Light Breakfast

25
Newsletter info
due in to office
for February

27
E-mail Lena
February
Labors of Love
Positions

31

Feb 1

2

3

8 am Holy Eucharist
& Light Breakfast

No service at
COOF!!!

10
8 am Holy Eucharist
& Light Breakfast

16

Men’s
Group
Dinner
6 pm

17
8 am Holy Eucharist
& Light Breakfast

23

24

2018 Annual
Meeting

28
4 Epiphany
8 am Holy Eucharist
Rite I
10 am Holy
Eucharist
Rite II
The Rev. Mary-Carol
Griffin
Priest Discretionary Fund
Offering Today

29

30

8 am Holy Eucharist
& Light Breakfast

Intercessory Prayer for our Friends, Family, Military,
Prison Ministry, Diocese & Missionaries:
Stacey Austin, Kate Berry, Donna Cardillo, Cindy, Roger Evans, Carl Hatch, Christina Heiniger, Ursula Heiniger,
Helen, Marilyn Kitler, Cameron Knable, Kim and Jean Lasater, Gary Lyons, , Janet Meryweather, Ronald Olson, James
Salisbury, Tony Smoker, Bob Theriault, Lloyd Woods, Anne Zaslau, and the Ministry of Hospice and the Bar Harbor
Food Pantry, the family of Andy Mays
Chuck & Beth Bradshaw
The Bradshaws give thanks for your faithful prayers to make the
transition back into life & culture at home. God has been so good to us!
We give thanks for meaningful work & a lovely home in Hancock.
The Lacys
Once more we are so thankful for your partnership with us as we live and work among the Miao people. Your prayers
and support make it possible for us to be here. Please pray that God will give us strength, wisdom, and good health, and
for His anointing on us to minister in His name.
Love in Christ, Dorothy and Paul

Birthdays
(Please let Lena know if we may add yours)

1/6 Ann Zaslau
1/8 Amy Hodgson
1/11 Margie Sweet
1/22 Joel Linscott
1/25 Rachel Libitzki-McCabe

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

7 January ~ Epiphany 1
For the victims of human trafficking and those working to combat it
For those in the diocese engaged in the work thereof
Living Local: Joining God
14 January ~ Epiphany 2
The congregations of St. Thomas’, Camden St. Peter’s, Rockland
21 January ~ Epiphany 3
The congregations of St. Mary’s, Falmouth St. Bartholomew’s, Yarmouth
For church leaders everywhere during this Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, that they may work together and promote unity among Christians
28 January ~ Epiphany 4
The congregations of St. David’s, Kennebunk St. George’s, Sanford
For the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement and Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry

Please remember with a Call,
Card or Visit:
 Valeria Chiri—is stateside…
 Beth Kidder 509 Norway Drive,
Bar Harbor, ME 04069
 William Kitler 276 Knox Rd.,
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
 Kay Sawyer Courtland Nursing
Home, 42 Bucksport Rd.
Ellsworth, ME 04605
 David & Sandra Lefever 445
North State Street Ephrata, PA
17522
dlefeverinmaine@gmail.com
 Aggie Sawyer c/o McConnell
606A Sawmill Creek Rd Sitka, AK
99935

Fr. John’s Regular Office Hours are:
 Tuesday, 11 am-2pm
 Wednesday, 9 am—Noon
 Thursday, Noon-2 pm
(out of office every third Thursday for
ministry meetings)
 Friday, Noon-2 pm
AND by Appointment
Call 207-669-2033 E-mail : fr.jallison@gmail.com
Fr. John Will be out of the office Jan 1-10
Mike Bullard may be reached at 266-5913 & @
mbullardiii@msn.com
Also,
Mary Carol at 664-8420 &
kgriff@roadrunner.com

Church of Our Father
Holy Eucharist: Sunday 8 and 10 am
Wednesday 8 am
(followed by light breakfast)
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